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army at the other end of the lines. But while
feinting to the west he detached Cadogan to
collect an advance guard from Douai and also
sent his artillery to the east. At nightfall on
August 5, after feinting again to the French left,
Marlborough rapidly marched with the whole of
his army to the right of the long French lines.
He thus gained several hours on the French
which they could not hope to overtake. He
crossed the River Sensee at two points near the
demolished fort of Arleux and was over the Ne
Plus Ultra lines without firing a shot. The
French were not far behind, however, and a day
later were drawn up in a strong position to the
south-west of the Allied forces. Villars had his
wings well covered and it was out of the question
for Marlborough to attack him so long as he
dreaded a second Malplaquet. Marlborough
was censured in Holland for not attacking the
enemy and had to explain that

there is not one general or other officer that
have the least judgment in these matters but
must allow it was altogether impossible to
attack the enemy with any probable hope of
success.

Instead, he laid siege to Bouchain. This siege
was unique in the annals of eighteenth-century war-
fare. VUlars was compelled to watch Marlborough
bombard the town into surrender, although he
had an army larger by some 6,000 men than
that of the Allies. Marlborough constructed an
elaborate series of earthworks to protect his com-
munications, while he had the usual lines of